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What I am going to say today will not be new to itany of my listeners,
but I find myself strained to repeat some of the arguments which my col-
leagues and myself have dwelt upon in the discussions of the complicated
Palestine question.

It is not my fault that I am forced to repeat these arguments and
evidences which confirm our point of view, and to which we have held
tenaciously in our desire to extricate ourselves from the straits in
which the whole world has been forced by the aggressive and unjust Zion-
ist program. The change in the personnel of the delegations to the Gen-
eral Assembly, and the fact that our representations were not given the
consideration due them, make it incumbent on me to take advantage of
every opportunity to explain our case - to call on those who have a
voice in the matter to understand it properly and to follow the way of
justice and equity in finding the solution.

New Testament View of Promises •

Before I enter into the discussion of the subject proper, allo\7
me to address a few vrords to a group of pious Christians in this coun-
try who seem to be moved by fanatic hysteria to adopt blindly a reli-
gious anachronism,taken as they imagine, from the Old Testament in the
Bible. These Christians allege that Jdiovah promised Abraham to give
the land of the Canaanites and the Philistines to his seed, and that
those descendants are Jehovah's Chosen People. To oppose the execution of
this promise, according to their view, is to oppose divine will. Hence
we are bound to obey this will, no matter hoiv contrary it may be to real-
ity or to the rights of nations and to the rules established among civ-
ilized men, and irrespective of the real spiritual aims of those so-called
divine promises.

Those Christians seem to have overlooked the important qualification
to this view - namely, that Jehovah was only setting the stage of history
for the eventual appearance of Christ and the fulfillment of the act of
redemption promised in the Old Testament itself. In his Epistle to the
Hebrex7s, in which the appeal was made particularly to the Jews scattered
throughout the v/orld. Saint Paiil makes this very clear. The Covenant,
the Promises, the Temple in Jerusalem, the Sacrifices, the Levitic order,
become all more symbols and allegories of the New Covenant rAiich Saint
Paul calls "a bettor Covenant", Similarly, in the Gospel of Saint John we
are taught by Jesus Christ himself that the Sons of Abraham referred to
in the promises of the Old Testament are not the physical sons of Abraham,
but the spiritual sons - the believers who were faithful to the religion
of Abraham and Moses, who awaited the coming of the Messiah and who be-
lieved in him. r/hen Christ did come, the Chosen People became all those
who believe in Christ, who accept his teachings and follov/ His xiaj. As
for those who have rejected Him, they have forfeited their status as the
Chosen People,

§.ons of Abraham Are the Spiritual Ones;

This is the New Testament vicv/ of the matter. According to this view,
the Nev; Testament becomes a fulfillment of the Old. To the Jews who boasted
that Abraham was their father, the Gospel said: "Verily, verily, I say
unto you God is able out of these stones to raise sons to Abraham." In an-
other place Christ said- "^.7ho are my brother, sister and mother? Those
who do the vdll of my Father in Heaven are my brother, Sister and mother,"
He, therefore, who accepts this heavenly message which Christ transmitted
to mankind through faith, by believing in Him and His teadiings, becomes
heir to the promises of God,
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This is the established opinion of Christian theologians, who assure
us that the prophecies of the Old Testament concerning the return from
captivity of the deported Jewfl, were f^xlfilled with their retimi at the
hands of Cyrus, the Persian King. The Jews returned from their captivity
in the sixth century before Christ, after \7hich no prophet appeared in
Israel. Centuries later all contact of the Jews with Palestine was broken.
This happened some 19 centuries ago when the last serious attempt at na-
tional resistance by the Jews was brutally put down by the Romans, There
remained only the Christian contact which continued predominent up to the
seventh century A,D, , when this contact was shared by the Moslems, Both
Christianity and Islam are based on the promise made to Abraham and on
belief in the coming of Christ,

Jews Not Chosen People Anymore :

Four thousand years ago, at the time Jehovah made his promise to Ab-
raham, Palestine was inhabited by idol worshippers, vho were presumably
under the wrath of God, and who may possibly have been deserving of this
wrath because of their heathenism. Today, however, there are no more
heathens in Palestine - all having become believers in Monotheism and in
the immortality of the soul and the life hereafter - followers of the same
divine laws. What was proper and right in the remote dark ages of history
cannot be right and proper today, as some of the fanatic and blindly pious
Christians seem to think. In fact these believers themselves, according
to their own teachings, are supposed to be the Chosen People, and not the
Jews. This is true of the Christian doctrine, which is supported by the
teachings of Christ and the Apostles, as we have shown before. V/hat is

true of the Christian doctrine is also true of the Moslem doctrine which
speaks of the followers of the Prophet as the believers in the true re-
ligion of Abraham. In fact both Saint Paul and the Prophet Mohammed went
back to Abraham, the ancestor of both Arabs and Jews, In the Arab coun-
tries, including Palestine and elsewhere, many of the Christian and Mos-
lem believers are descendants of the Jews -viho embraced Christianity or Is-
leO and kept the covenant of Abraham, believing in the prophesies of the
Bible concerning the coming of Christ, In short, followers of both re-
ligions believed in revealed books which superseded the Old Testament,

I trust that my colleagues who are not interested in this religious
phase will pardon me for this lengthy digression. My words heretofore
have been addressed not to them, but to those who still repeat to us this
evidence from religion as an argument for the Jewish State in Palestine,
and who wrongly claim divine will as their authority, I hope they will
give this matter more thought and put this erroneous conception out of
their minds.

Jews Not Original Inhabitants of Palest ine

s

Having disposed of this point, allow me to remind those who wish to

study the question from all its angles, that the Jews never were original
inhabitants of Palestine, but that they entered it as invaders by massac-
ring the Canaanites and robbing them of their lands and dwellings. They
were unable to conquer the Philistines, x}ho viero in possession of the
coastal plaines and could never extend their dynasty to the shores of the
Mediterranean, Nor were the Arabs the ones who expelled the Jews from
the land of Palestine, but first the Assyrians and Babylonians and later
the Romans, This was due mostly to the intransigence of the Jews and
their constant revolts against the empires which successively ruled the
Middle East from the 8th century B.C. to the 7th century A,D, Throughout
that time and up to the present, the indigenous population of Palestine
remained in their homeland. The successive invasions did not change their
&timic complexion. The change came in their religious fello\7Ship and in
the language they spoke. Prom heathens to Christians and Moslems, from
Aramaic and Syriac to Arabic, the people of Palestine managed to retain
their homogeneous ethnic characteristics. They are not intruders, nor are
they aggressors as were the original Jews under Joshua and Caleb, or the
Zionists are today.

Dispersed Jews Never Thought Seriously of Return :

The Jews who were finally deported from Palestine never seriously

thought of returning to it. They never organized through devious means

to achieve that aim. They were content to remain where they were, scat-

tered through all the countries of the world. Millions throughout Asia,
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Europe and Africa embraced the Jewish religion.

Because of their isolation and peculiar v/ays of life, the Jews suffered
much persecution and tribulations at the hands of their neighbors. They
resisted assimilation, and refused to mix with the people among whom they
lived. Except in the latter part of the nineteenth century, they made no
serious effort to establish colonies in Palestine, It was only then that
they sought, through their Zionist organization, to secure a concession from
the Ottoman Empire to settle in Palestine. Sultan Abdul-Hamid, who was then
reigning monarch of that empire, turned them down contemptuously. Then these
Zionists took advantage of the first v/orld war and sought to win a promise
from either winning side.

Balfour Declaration Gave Birth to Disastrous Situation;

In this way they secured on November 2, 1917, the ill-famed Balfour
Declaration in exchange for help they extended the Allies, It r/as this
Declaration which gave birth to the disastrous situation before us now.
In this Declaration the British Government promised to look with favor on
the wish of the Zionists to establish a Jewish national home in Palestine,
with the provision that Jewish immigration to that country mil not pre-
judice the rights and position of the Arabs, This Declaration v/as issued
in spite of a pledge which had been given by the same British Government
to the i^rabs two years before the Balfour Declaration and known as the
King Hussein convention. The Zionists held to this vague "promise", and
were able to insert it in the Mandate Pact which y/as made by the Big Four -
the United Kingdom, France, Japan and Italy - five years after the issuance
of the Balfour Declaration, submitting it to the Council of the League of
Nations for the supervision of its execution.

The Arabs rose in arms when they learned of the Balfour Declaration,
which was kept a secret from them for two years. Arab uprisings and pro^
tests continued v/ithout interruption against this unjust promise, not only
from the Arabs of Palestine, but from all parts of the Arab world. The
Arabs protested against the Balfour Declaration and agninst the Mandate
vAaich embodied it, while Britain went ahead with the establishment of tiie

Jewish national home, allowing Jewish immigrants from all parts of the
Tvorld to come to Palestine and giving them authority over the economic re-
sources of the country, its wealth and soil, while curbing Arab initiative
through most oppressive measures and terrorization. They kept this up un-
til they realized there was no room in that little country for more immi-
grants. It was then that thoy issued their ^.'/hite Paper of 1939, stating
that the promised national home had already been fulfilled. They limited
immigration to Palestine for the follov/ing five years to 15,000 a year, and
this decision v/as adopted by both houses of the Parliament, When the
British determined to limit Jewish immigration in 194-6, the Jews rose
against them, committing most atrocious crimes of destruction, murder and
terrorism. They have continued these attacks to the present day against
the British and Ai'abs with the help of destructive weapons and unlimited
funds from the Jews of the world, and especially from the United States,

Holy Land Now Flowing With Blood ;

Thus the land which flowed with milk and honey before it was attacked
by the Jews has been flaring with blood throughout the period in which the
Zionists have been there. On the stage of the same Holy Land they now
reonact the history of their conquests and bloody wars - their covenant
of blood - after the lapse of thirty-five centuries.

When the British despaired of satisfying the unbounded greed of the
Zionists and could no more bear their rebellion and terrorism, their
Government submitted the problem to the United Nations for advise, fully
realizing that it is impossible to restore peace to Palestine with the
Zionists insisting on their program and carrying it out by terroristic
methods.

After a brief investigation by a group who had no previous roLations
with the Middle East and who wore deluded by Zionist falsehoodg, tho major-
ity of this group v/cre won over to the project of partition with economic
union. This unfortunate scheme was approved by the Geuv^ral Assembly which
put up a committee of five to implement it, as wo all. know,
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Arab Delegates Rdoctod Jewish State
and -.Varned Against Consequences :

During the debates in the General Assembly and in the Ad Hoc Committee,
the Arab delegates declared their absolute rejection of the establishment
of a sovereign Jewish State in Palestine, as they declared their rejection
of continued Jewish immigration which would make possible the realization
of the political dreams of the Zionists, We said that the Arabs are de-
termined to fight, tha t they consider these proposed measures a patent agu
gression against their rights and their political and economic existence,
that the General Assembly has no right to take such a measure, We pointed'
out that the Mandate Pact, with its insistence on the Jewish national home,
was in contradiction with the Covenant of the League of Nations, and hence
null and void, and that all its sequels were also null and void. Vie argued
that the partition plan was also in violation of the United Nations Charter
and detrimental to the vital rights of the Arabs, We warned against the
fearfxil results which would threaten peace in the Middle East and denounced
a policy which negates the noble aims and principles upon which this organi-
zation of the United Nations was founded. We said that this organization
is not a world government with sovereignty which could legislate and impose
its commands and decisions on the nations of the v/orld and which would de-
termine their destinies. We requested that an advisory legal opinion should
be obtained from the International Court of Justice on this controversy.
We said all this then, and have said it since, backing our contentions with
facts and argvunents. We v;arned that the Arabs v/ill fight and that they are
not bluffing, as the Zionists claimed, deceiving many of the delegates. We
told you not to listen to Zionist claims tliat the Arabs are disunited, or

that some of thorn v/ill acquiesce to partition, nor to the boasts of the
Zionists, that their forces alone will be sufficient to bring the Arabs to
terms.

Truth Is Out;

Nov; that the truth is out, it is becoming increasingly evident that
the Zionist program based on unbridled Zionist gr.;ed, is impossible of
achievement so long as the seventy million Arabs stand their ground, and
behind them the whole Moslem world. So long as the Zionists imagine that
they are the rightful ovmers of Palestine, and are determined to attain
sovereignty in that country by way of invasion, there can be no possibility
of agreement between them and the Arabs. For tyjo hundred years the inteb-
itants of the Near East fought the Crusaders, blocking the creation of a
foreign state in the heart of their homeland. They will not hesitate to

fight as long as it is necessary to obstruct and frustrate those Zionist
aspirations so thoroughly abhorred by the Arabs,

Arab States Loyal to
,
UN

:

The six Arab States in this organization have pledged themselves to

be faithful, loyal and sincere to its principles in word and deed. The

Arabs pride themselves on their sense of loyalty and faithfulness. We,

Arabs in this United Nations, are more versed in the affairs of the Near

East than all other members, and especially in matters relating to the

true state of affairs in Palestine - political, social and economical. We
offered our sincere service to this groat organization, and it would have

been the expected thing for the other delegations to give our words more

consideration, instead of turning their backs to us. But they deter in

accordance with the words of those who are far avro.y from Palestine and v;ho

stand to suffer no harm no matter how much blood flows in that country or

how much damage comes to it. They turned their cars to the words of the

biased Zionists v/hoso program has now become knovm to all - namely to in-

vade Palestine and surrounding countries and to get rid of their lawful

inhabitants in order to build their state upon the ruins of those countries

in order to realize their fanciful dreams which rest on no foundation of

ri^t or justice but only on the destruction of others,

Arabs do not Oppose Jev;s as Jcv/s :

The Arabs do not oppose the Jews because they are Jews, Arab history

is replete v;ith instances of Jewish minorities living for centuries in

Arab countries, during "hich the Jews v/ere neither persecuted, tortured nor

deported, as they were in the European countries. The Arabs fi^t the Jews

today because they come to thom as invaders, with an announced plan to oc-

cupy their country by force and do ar^ay with its inhabitants. What people
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on the face of this earth, whether civilized or savage, would not meet the

invaders with a determination to defend their country unto death? Even

the dumb animals v/ould do the same.

The Arabs sympathize with the Jews and are horrified at the terrible

treatment which v/as meted to them in Europe during the last war, as they

v/ould do in the case of any religious or racial persecution in any coun-

try in the world. They shared, and would still share, in sheltering re-

fugoss who seek no wrong and ask for nothing save a shelter. Palestine

alone, small as it is, sheltered more refugees than a whole continent.

Similarly Syria and Lebanon after the first world war sheltered more than

two hundred thousand Armenian refugees, follov/ing their well-known catas-

trophe. They sheltered also the Assyrians and Syriacs in large number

when they fled from Turkey. In both Syria and Lebanon are large commun-

ities of Circassians who fled Russia in the era of the Czars, as well as

coirjnunities of Poles and Jugoslavs v/ho came to them after the laBt war.

All these live in peE;ce and security in our midst ,^

Why not Open Gates of Western
Hemisphere and Australia?

At the same time a large number of refugees are hold in the camps of

Europe . The pov/ers with fast areas have refused to accept them in their

countries, whenas these refugees harbor no evil and entertain no political

ambitions, their only desire being to find refuge and homes. I ask: 'Thy

do not those States v/ith extensive areas in the '7estern hemisphere and

Australia open the gates of their practically empty millions of square

miles to these refugees? Instead of doing so, these States close tight

their gates and order the opening of a narrov/ door leading to poor, little

Palestine. They preach righteousness end forget themselves; they mono-
polize God's vast country and begrudge others a tiny shelter therein. It

is appropriate hero to quote once more from the words of Christ v/here he

rebuked the Pharisees, saying: "ViToe unto you, Pharisees^ for ye lade men
with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burden
with one of your fingers." Behold the minister of information in great
Australia declaring that his country will not accept the Jcv/s there
Brazil and Canada, vast as these countries are, have done the same thing.
Yet the three of them have sho7/n great zeal in pushing the Jews on to
little Palestine I

Partition Harmful and Tragic ;

t

In one year v/e have seen v/ith our ov/n eyes the harms and tragedies
to the local populations and to v/orld peace resulting from partition. We
have before us the partition of Korea and of the district of Trieste, not

to mention India, to satisfy power politics and imperialistic aggression.
In the case of the three, the people of the partitioned portions are all
original inhabitants and share with the inhabitante of the other portions
equal rights and privileges. Not so in Palestine, v;here the foreign in-

truders who seek refuge in it demand to share these rights and privileges
with its lav/ful inhabitants.

The policy of partitioning other peoples'' countries into spheres of
influence among contending pov/ers places the inhabitants of those coun-
tries in a precarious state - betv;een the hammer and the anvil. It sub-

jects them and their country to untold tribulations ^ humiliation and de-
struction. The rivalries among the powers over the rights of other nations
result only in turning our v;orld into rival military camps in the Middle
East. This selfish policy compela the peoples there to unite and pre-
pare for common defense of their countries and their rights against these
planned invasions.

Little Nations Anxious :

Gentlemen: The little nations are greatly anxious that the interna-,
tional laws be respected and carried out* It is their earnest desire to
come under the shade and protection of social justice ^ For this reason
they join gladly the international organizations v/hich aim at the pro-
tection of rights and the curbing of aggression. You can imagine for

yourselves their disappointment and dismay v/hen they find the strong na-
tions, the nations upon v/hich all hope for the safeguard of right rests,
sacrifice these noble principles in the interest of their ovm ambitions
and objectives - both in internal and external policy.

Following the first v/orld wxr, a part of the Arab countries which
seceded from the Ottoman Empire became victims of pov/er politics. The
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victors divided them among themselves into spheres of influence, in spite

of the protests of their inhabitants. The triumphant Allies cut off Pales-
tine from its mother Syria in order to create in it a bridgehead for their
fifth columns and to satisfy in the bargain the fant&stic dreams of the

Zionists

.

As if this detested injustice was not enough, now comes this august
organization upon which the hope of the world for justice is pinned, and
decide to finish off the remnant of the genuine Arab population in Pales-
tine, through the project of a sovereign Jewish State in the heart of the
Arab v/orld. In this way they seek to block Arab communications, to bleed
Arab economics and dominate Arab vital interests. It is demanded of the

Security Council to prepare the necessary means of violence to facilitate
the mission of those roreign invaders who seek to humble the Arabs, the
rightful owners of the land, and force thsm to submit to the unjust Zion-
ist program,

Arabs did not Revolt to Exchange Masters :

Gentlemen: The Arabs fought the mandatory regime with all their pov/er.

They were not willing to be under the rule of such great pov/ers as Bri-
tain and France. Hov/ do you expect them to submit to the rule of the Jews
by placing half of the Arabs of Palestine under them? The Arabs did not
revolt against their Ottoman religious caliphate, and later against the
mandatory powers, merely to exchange masters and substitute for Ottoman
or British rule Jewish sovereignty.

It is enough for the Arabs to accept, oven though against their wiehes,
this large number of Jewish inanigrants in Palestine, taking them as part-
ners in rights and responsibilities under a democratic order. Is it just
to demand of them more than this?

We are here to settle disputes by peaceful means, on the basis of
justice and in accordance with the prerequisites of our Charter. Does
this Charter, on which the weak nations pin their hopes, allow us to crowd
foreign refugees in a country already populated in spite of its rightful
population? Is it in accordance v/ith our Charter to establish for those
refugees a sovereign Stote in that country, and to employ in that process
international armed forces in order to compel the rightful owners to give
up their land and rights? Yet these strange doings are envisaged in the
partition scheme and the recommendations to the Security Council.

Settling problems peacefully requires justice without which there c&n
be no permanent peace. The word of justice pleases all, and if there must
be coercion its use may be permissible against these v;ho stubbornly resist
justice. It is indeed an evil judge who would appease the oppressor at
the expense of the oppressed one.

Force Should be Used Only
Against Trespassers ;

It is not for the Security Council to resort to violence except against
those v/ho violate the rights of others. Can xre call the Arabs trespassers
or aggressors because they defent their rights and prevent the foreign in-
vaders from occupying their country? Can we cite one historic precedent
for this innovation which is being adopted for Palestine? Even in the an-

cient and Liddlo Ages, when there was no trace for human rights or the
rights of nations, such a thing was unheard of,

'Mq say that we must establish peace and prevent the shedding of inno-
cent blood. But it is foolish to attempt temporary peace and security,
under armed intervention, while leaving the fire lambent under the ashes.
We must aim at permanent peace, v;hich cannot be realized except in the
shade of justice and right*

Let us be wise and just; let us not content ourselves vith treating
symptoms

J let us attack the disease itself, and in this way uproot the
cause of complaint. Let no one deceive us by saying that to turn back from
an opinion we had made will compromise our prestige. True virtue conaists
in retracing a mistake v/e had made rather than in persisting in our error.
This organization gave an opinion, which we know v;ell vireis premature and
under the pressure of time and events, urged on by Zionist declarations
and assurances which later proved to be v/rong and misleading* l/hen the
cause is removed the effect also must be rejaoved.
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The matter is not one of filling a gap for a few months; it is one of
years and generations. When a wound is covered with scab before it is dis-
infected it is not really healed. The sore will open again. Nor is it
conceivable that there will remain for ever in Palestine an international
force to put down every move. If the uprising is put down by force, it
will revive as soon as it finds a possible chance.

Was Balfour the Owner of Palestine?

In their uprising, the Arabs will be backed by the realization that
their cause is just. For the Zionists have nothing legal to fall back
upon except the Balfour Declaration. V/hat is this Balfour Declaration?
Was Balfour the owner of Palestine? ^7as it the property of his fathers and
grandfathers, that he may grant it to whomever ho v/ishos? Was his govern-
ment then sovereign in Palestine and in possession of the land, that it may
sell it or grant it to v/homever it desired? Did even the League of Nations
possess the authority to impose a mandate on a peaceful ally, in contraven-
tion to the text of its own covenant and in violation of its ovm constitu-
tion?

Besides, it is our duty here to set aright the past, to remould things
in the pattern of our Charter. We are not a world government that we may
legislate and impose our authority on our subjects. We are a community of
nations united in the bonds of a covenant to prevent the strong among us
from attacking the weak - to help the subjugated nations to attain their
independence. Is it lawful for us, theroforo, to rob a people of its
legal right in order to give it to another people? And if v/e concede the
impossible and allow this, on the basis of power politics, will our con-
sciences, our sense of justice and liberty, allow us to commit such a hor-
rible injustice? The Zionist program is wrong in essence, and as long as
we consider it with respect, without passing judgement on it and discarding
it from our sphere of thinking, our efforts will remain not only futile,
but the Middle East will turn into a pool of blood.

This is the counsel of an experienced one v/ho is loyal to the princi-
ples of this organization and solicitous for justice and right, I offer
it to you trusting that you \nll give it due consideration, lest we repeat
the same mistakes an-", repent when it is too late. Wo erred in November 29,
1947. Let us nov/ boast that v/e can amend the error and return to the right
path.

We must not compel the East in Asia and Africa to mistrust the good
intentions of the '/ost, thus perpetuating a new discord v;hich vvill endanger
the peace of the T/orld anew.

The East Has Awakened;

Gentlemen: The East - both in Asia and Africa - has awakened to a
now life. It has learned to know its right for a free life, and demands
it. It will never again allow the empires of the ".'est or the East to ex-
ploit it and subjugate it. The Arabs had their share of this awakening,
and have travelled far on the path of freedom from fear, freedom from ag-
gression. They demand of those who covet their lands to blot out the ncjnes
of their countries from the table of exploitables . The Arabs back up the
principles of this great organization. They are ready to defend them with
all the means at their disposal against those who would violate them and
will stand by those who remain loyal to them as the only true guarantee
for universal security.

The Zionists argue that they had an ancient sovereignty, which they
had secured by violence over a part of Palestine. Twenty-five centuries
have elapsed since this sovereignty came to an end. Yet the Zionists seek
now to make a leap backward over this long void - a thing which no one in
his sound mind will think to do. Yet they found some who have pushed them
to make this bold adventure which would bring them nothing but failure.

They have repeatedly made the excuse and plea that they were persecuted
in Europe, and that they cannot bear to go back there. Are the Arabs to
blame for this persecution that they should bear its consequences alone?

Jews Should Come Out of Their Isolati on

:

The best advice to the Jews is to come out of thair isolation, to as-
similate with the people among v/hora they live and conduct themselves as
their compatriots, in short to be loyal to the citizenship v/hich they bear.
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as followers of the other religions do. For religions in thia modern age
are no more considered as political parties. Religion is God's, and the
homeland is for all its citizens. Henco the religious minority is not a
political minority. Those v/ho belong to such a minority join the various
political parties of which a country consists, adopting platforms that
have little to do with religion. The party which has the largest number
of followers assumes the rule. In the democratic countries the Jews take
part in all the parties and in the resulting governments, just as the fol-
lowers of other sects and religions.

Is it to the interest of the United Nations to make religious be-
liefs the basis of nationalities? Our Charter affirms the freedom of re-
ligious belief and forbids bias on the ground of religion. How then can
we make it now a criterion in the definition of nationality? Do you not
see in this a danger to the freedom of belief and worship? One religion
may be coomon to many nationalities, and many religions may be embraced in
one nationality. If we make religion a basis of nationality we establish
a very dangerous precedent for the followers of each religion to demand a
nationality of their own and a sovereignty of thair own, './e must further
realize the danger of partitioning the one homeland among its inhabitants
according to their religious beliefs or racial origins. Such differences
are found within the bounds of ovsry nation in the membership of this or-
ganization, '/hr-t will the result be if every religious faction demanded
to be treated in the same exceptional manner with which we have so gen-
erously treated the Jews? Can we refuse them this, when the claimants are
lawful citizens of the land and not foreign intruders and invaders, as is
the case of the Jews in Palestine?

Will the Americas Accept Principle
of Partition on Basis of Pjacs?

The same may be said of race. In North and South America are peoples
of various races, seme being the original inhabitants of the land befort
it was invaded by peoples of the Eastorn Hemisphere; some came with the in-
vaders, or were brought into it at later times, '/ill these American repub-
lics approve allotting to each racial group its share- of the land in which
to establish a sovereign State? In face these racial groups are more on-
titled to this demand than the Jews. Nevertheless, the Charter specifical-
ly excludes racial discrimination. If wo accept the Zionist precedent
there is nothing to prevent the French people in Canada from demanding a
nation of their own. "rill the Canadian Government pave the way for such a
claim?

If our Charter had any mention of a right for the United Nations to
partition any country and establish therein independent States by force
would the Congress in i^ashington have approved the Charter, or would the
the Soviet Union havo accepted it? How dare then the representatives of
these two great States declare openly their support of this innovation in
Palestine, when they T/ill not allow any body to dream of it in their re-
spective countries?

Justice to the 'aeak as to the Strong :

Is it the weakness of the Arabs of Palestine v/hich makes it lawful
to oppress them openly? Nobility dictates that if the judge is unable to
execute his judgements against the weak. This is the rule in a just sys-
tem of jurisdiction, as for any other sort of jurisdiction, it has no place
in a democracy, neither for the strong nor for the weak. Said the first
Caliph (Abu-Bakr)

: "The strong among you is weak in my esteem until I se-
cure the right of the weak from him, and the weak among you is strong until
I secure for him his right." Let this noble rule be our guide in this
great organization that we may strengthen confidence in ourselves and pro-
tect our prestige in the eyes of the world.

Do Not Encourage the Aggressors :

The women and children in Palestine cry to you, pleading that you do
not encourage the aggressors to keep up their aggression - their bombing
of dwelling houses and trains with innocent passengers, their expulsion
of peaceful dwellers from their hones. The Arab people in that tragic
country are asking for justice not mercy.

Some say that their first concern is the holy pieces. And I assure
you that the Arabs revere those holy places more than any other people.
They believe in their holiness v/ith undoubted, often exaggerated, sincerity.
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In Palestine today are many religious missions from all over the Christian

world - from Europe and America - and all are grateful to the Arabs in this

respect. Recently they addressed an appeal from their patriarchs to this

organization in which they expressed strongly their rejection of the par-

tition project, testifying before God and man that the Arabs respect all

the holy places which bs^long to all sects and religions.

In conclusion I beg to reiterate that the partition plan with econ-

omic union is far from being workable. It gave birth to lamentable events

which cannot be stopped as long as it stands. I appeal to the sublime

seneo of justice and wisdom of the honourable representatives in this dig-

nified assembly to keep Palestine in one entity - to command its citizens

to live together in harmony and peace under a democratic regime which would

guarantee adequate safeguards and assurances for the legitimate aspirations

of its communities.


